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WGU and Virginia Association of Free and Charitable Clinics Announce  
New Partnership and Scholarship to Support Clinic Workforce 

 
Advancing healthcare education for employees and volunteers at VAFCC member clinics 

 
 
RICHMOND, VA (Feb. 1, 2023) Western Governors University (WGU) and the Virginia Association of 
Free and Charitable Clinics (VAFCC) have announced a partnership designed to give employees and 
volunteers at VAFCC member clinics increased access to flexible and affordable bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programs. 

Utilizing WGU’s online, competency-based, and mentor-supported programs, employees, and 
volunteers of the VAFCC and its 58 member clinics who are accepted to WGU can fit their higher 
education goals into their busy lives and schedules. The nonprofit university’s affordable tuition and 
flexible model offer employees access to degree programs with minimal cost. VAFCC employees 
and volunteers who apply to WGU will also have their application fee waived. 

“During these challenging times when the need for accessible healthcare has never been more 
apparent, free and charitable clinics are caring for Virginians who are uninsured and underinsured,” 
said Rufus Phillips, VAFCC CEO. “Clinics are also facing the same workforce challenges as the rest of 
the healthcare industry and we hope this partnership will not only enhance their ability to provide 
care, but also recruit, retain, and source talent as they continue to experience pent-up demand for 
care.” 

The VAFCC is dedicated to supporting, strengthening, and advocating for free and charitable clinic 
members located across Virginia as they deliver quality healthcare to more than 63,000 
underserved residents in the commonwealth. 

Charitable clinic employees and volunteers who wish to enroll in a WGU School of Health, Business, 
or Information Technology bachelor’s or master’s program can also apply for the Healthcare 
Partners Fund Scholarship, which is valued up to $2,500 and there is no deadline to apply. 
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“At WGU, we are committed to changing lives through education,” said Rebecca Watts, Ph.D., 
regional vice president at WGU. “By working with partners like the VAFCC, we expand educational 
opportunities for adults with busy schedules to advance their personal and professional goals.” 

WGU’s competency-based model awards degrees based on a student’s ability to demonstrate 
mastery of a series of competencies—skills and knowledge recognized by employers as crucial to 
career success. This approach to higher education enables students to progress through their 
program as quickly as they are able, accelerating through material they learn quickly or already 
know well from work or previous educational experiences. It also ensures that what they are 
learning along the way is workforce relevant. 

WGU degree programs include undergraduate and graduate degrees in nursing, healthcare 
management, healthcare services coordination, health information management, business management 
and leadership, accounting, and computer science.  
 
To learn more, go to www.wgu.edu. 
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About WGU 
Established in 1997 by 19 U.S. governors with a mission to expand access to high-quality, affordable 
higher education, online, nonprofit WGU now serves more than 140,000 students nationwide and 
has more than 300,000 graduates in all 50 states. Driving innovation as the nation’s leading 
competency-based university, WGU has been recognized by the White House, state leaders, 
employers, and students as a model that works in postsecondary education. In just 25 years, the 
university has become a leading influence in changing the lives of individuals and families and 
preparing the workforce needed in today’s rapidly evolving economy. WGU is accredited by the 
Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities, has been named one of Fast Company’s Most 
Innovative Companies, and has been featured on NPR, NBC Nightly News, CNN, and in The New 
York Times. Learn more at wgu.edu.  
 
About VAFCC 
Founded in 1993 and headquartered in Richmond, the VAFCC is an effective advocate for the issues 
and concerns of free and charitable clinics, their volunteer workforce, and the vulnerable patients 
served by free and charitable clinics through the Commonwealth. VAFCC’s programs support free 
and charitable clinics across Virginia and advance the cause of underserved Virginians. To learn 
more about the VAFCC, our clinics, and who they serve, visit www.VAFreeClinics.org or 
www.FreeClinicsCare.org. 
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